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Aprit. 8 (legislative day, Aprri 2), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


{To accompany H. R. 6055 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 6055) for the relief of Anne de Baillet-Latour, having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to provide for the retention of United 
States citizenship by a minor child who was born abroad of a United 
States citizen mother. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 15-year-old girl who was born in 
Belgium and acquired United States citizenship at birth through her 
mother, who is a native-born United States citizen. She has resided 
abroad from birth to 1939 and from 1947 to date. She lives with her 
grandfather, the Honorable James Clement Dunn, United States 
Ambassador at Rome. Under section 201 (g) of the Nationality 
Act of 1940, a child born abroad of one citizen parent and one alien 
parent is a United States citizen at birth, but in order to retain such 
citizenship the child must reside in the United States for 5 years 
between the ages of 13 and 21 years. 

A letter dated January 28, 1952, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Chief of 
the Passport Division of the Department of State reads as follows: 
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JANUARY 28, 1952. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives. 

My Dear Mr. Ceuuer: I have received your letter of January 15, 1952, trans- 
mitting copies of H. R. 6055, a bill for the relief of Anne de Baillet-Latour. 

It appears from the Department’s file relating to Anne de Baillet-Latour that 
she was born at Brussels, Belgium, on February 4, 1937, and has resided abroad 
from birth to August 29, 1939, and from June 4, 1947 to date. She acquired 
American citizenship at birth under the act of May 24, 1934, through her mother, 
who was born at New York, N. Y., on November 30, 1915, and whose maiden 
name was Marianna Dunn. Her father, Guy de Baillet-Latour, was a native and 
citizen of Belgium. Sinee April 1947, she has resided in Italy as a member of the 
household of her grandfather, the Honorable James Clement Dunn, United States 
Ambassador at Rome. 

Inasmuch as Ambassador and Mrs. Dunn have taken over the care of their 
granddaughters, Anne and Elisalex, and as Ambassador Dunn is a career officer 
in the American Foreign Service and is obliged to live abroad in connection with 
his duties, the Department is of the opinion that favorable action upon H. R. 6005 
is warranted. 

Sincerely yours, 
R. B. SHIPLEY, 
Chief, Passport Division. 


Additional information is contained in the following letter dated 
December 28, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary 
of the House of Representatives from Ambassador James Clement 
Dunn: 

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Rome, December 28, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. ConcressMan: In response to your very kind interest in the 
sase of my granddaughter, I am giving you herewith some of the details of this 
matter. 

Her name is Anne de Baillet-Latour. She was born in Belgium on February 4, 
1937, of one American parent, my daughter who was at that time married to 
Count Guy de Baillet-Latour of Brussels, Belgium. Her father, Count de Baillet- 
Latour, was killed in the line of duty in an airplane accident while he was acting 
as assistant military attaché to the Belgian Embassy in London. His death 
occurred in 1940. My daughter in 1944 married Mr. Maximilian KE. Gevers, of 
New York, and they reside at 1105 Park Avenue, New York City. My daughter 
had another child by her first marriage, another girl named Elisalex de Baillet- 
Latour, who was born in Washington in 1939. She also has another daughter by 
her second marriage who is called Catherine Gevers and who lives with her 
parents in New York City. 

Mrs. Dunn and I have taken over the care of our two de Baillet-Latour grand- 
children in crd2r to relieve my daughter in New York of that burden. Our two 
granddaughters live with us here at the Embassy in Rome, go to school here, and 
their whole life is with us here where we can provide a home for them and give 
them all the proper care they may need. My daughter’s apartment in New York 
is only big enough for her husband, herself, and their child and there is therefore 
no place for my granddaughters as far as living with her is concerned. 

In the case of Anne de Baillet-Latour who will be 15 on her next birthday, 
February 4, 1952, I understand there is some requirement for a child born of 
American parents abroad to be actually in the United States for 5 vears before 
reaching the age of 21 at which time they may confirm by option their American 
nationality, This would mean that my granddaughter would have to return to 
the United States sometime before she is 16 years old. In our case and in hers 
this requirement would work a distinct hardship. In the first place it is a very 
difficult and inadvisable thing to have a young girl from the age of 16 away from 
the home of her parents or her grandparents and as her mother is unable to take 
her into the apartment in New York this would mean that she would have to be 
put out somewhere boarding which certainly would not be a good thing for the 
child. On the other hand, we who have undertaken to take care of her live 
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abroad because of my career and as I am not at the retirement age I expect that 
I will be living abroad for several vears to come in connection with my duties 
representing the United States abroad. 

It has occurred to me that it might be possible in an instance of this kind 
where it would be so amply justified to have a private bill introduced into Congress 
which would confirm my granddaughter’s nationality and citizenship as an 
American without the necessity of her returning to the United States for those 
years between 16 and 21, particularly as she is living abroad now at the American 
Embassy which under international law is considered to be American territory. 
She, of course, at this time has an American passport which is Diplomatic Passport 
No. 9766 issued by the Department of State on September 25, 1951. 

Mrs. Dunn and I would be tremendously grateful for any favorable considera- 
tion which you might be able to give to this case and in the event there is anything 
further I can do to advance this consideration I would be only too happy if you 
would let me know. 

With very kindest regards from both of us to Mrs. Celler and your good self. 

Very sincerely vours, 
JAMES CLEMENT DUNN, 
American Ambassador. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 6055) should be enacted. 
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